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Welcome New CCBA Members:  Steve Garrett, Sam Fisher, Hazel Delikatny, Karin McGowan 
and Pat James, Eric Anderson, Meridith Barrett, James Curtis, Kris Ludwigsen, Matthew Sarrafin 
and John Sczechowicz 
 
Thanks to Renewing Members: Bob Haniwalt and George Biles 
 

President’s Message from Jan Cauffman: 

 I am really enjoying the snow: sledding, snowshoeing, etc.  You know we'll miss it when it's 
gone!  The bees are huddled in their (hopefully) cozy, dry hives with (hopefully) plenty of food 
above and around them.  Not much chance of checking on that now, but those days are coming 
soon!  The hives are picturesque with their huge caps of snow perched on top their outer covers.  
Most are offering that reassuring hum when I press my ear to the side of the hives, though I did 
lose a nuc that I hoped would overwinter. 
     
Our fabulous seminar is behind us and there is work to do in the basement preparing equipment.  
Glue, nail, paint, put foundation into frames, repair broken stuff and keep reading!  That's what 
else winter is good for! 
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Our March meeting will cover many topics that we hope to pursue through the coming year.  
Local research, hive inspection issues, thoughts on raising local queens, and lots of people 
asking us to put bees on their property.  Don't  forget to come at 6:30 if you are a beginner .  
Two experienced beekeepers will be present to answer your questions for half an hour before we 
start the regular meeting.  See ya'll then! 
 

Notes from CCBA Vice President Lauren McCallum:   

An Organization You Might Want to Know About 
 
Any of you grow your own fruit – apples, pears, grapes, etc. -- or wish you did?  If so, you might 
want to know about the Backyard Fruit Growers. This group of about 375 members, mostly from 
southeast and south central Pennsylvania, meets four times a year to share information about 
topics like heirloom fruit varieties, grafting techniques, cider making, and pollination. They also 
visit each other’s small orchards and swap cuttings of hard-to-find cultivars, although in their case 
I think it’s twigs for grafting. Some of these folks keep bees, but many do not, and I’ve always 
thought it would be useful for the BYFG and CCBA to cross-pollinate (pun intended).   
 
Unfortunately, this group always has its winter workshop the same weekend as our seminar, Feb. 
20. But their other meetings do not overlap with ours. Their next workshop is on grafting 
techniques on March 27 at the Landis Valley Museum in Lancaster, which is a farm museum 
worth visiting, if you have not already been there.  http://www.landisvalleymuseum.org/ 
 
One of my neighbors has been involved in this group for years, and his backyard orchard has 
varieties of apples I had never tasted before. These apples make all the commercial varieties 
seem pallid in comparison. He also raises Asian pears and perennial kiwis. Although he had been 
raising solitary, wood nesting bees for pollination, his trees are now pollinated mostly by 
honeybees from neighbors’ hives. He benefits from a more diverse bunch of pollinators. We 
beekeepers benefit because he keeps us in touch with what’s blooming when and how the 
weather is affecting pollination. Plus, we trade honey for apples and count on his backyard to lure 
any swarms that might be inclined to leave the neighborhood.  
 
For more information about this organization, including information about upcoming events, see 
their web site:  
 
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/~dailey/byfg.html 
�

Notes from CCBA Treasurer Charlie Karat: 

Treasurer's Balance: $11040.43 on 02/28/10 
  
We plan to offer a raffle a spring package of bees at the next meeting. To be eligible, you must be 
an active, dues paying member and must be present to win. Pay your dues at the meeting and 
get a chance. Pay somebody else's dues and get another chance. Good Luck! 
  
 
Notes from CCBA Secretary Howard Frysinger:   
 
We had another incredible seminar this year, thanks to many, many people's hard work. We had 
80 people at the Beginners Session and 90 at the Advanced, making for a total of 170 members 
and guests in attendance. 
 
Mark Antunes lead the Beginners, with Tom Seeley from Cornell and Landi Simone from 
Gooserock Farm leading the Advanced. I heard Tom mention how impressed he was with our 
organization, and the 'feel' of the seminar.  
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My thanks to all that that made it possible! 
 
The highlights for me from the Advanced Session were learning that feral bees are still around, 
that 90% of commercial honey has American Foulbrood spores, that powdered sugar dusting 
does not work for controlling mites and hearing about the various dances the bees do to 
communicate new hive location and that more help is needed to unload nectar. I'm sure each of 
you that were able to attend have other highlights. 
 
Lastly, here is a beekeeping forum with an amazing about of information:  
http://www.beesource.com/forums/index.php 
 
 
Extra veils needed: 
 
Please bring extra veils to the April meeting that you would be willing to donate to the CCBA.  We 
want to keep a supply on hand adequate enough so anyone who may need one to view the 
CCBA hives can do so safely.   
 
 
Future Monthly Meetings: 

 
March:   Thursday March 11, 7:00 PM, West Chester Borough Hall, Room #240 
 

New beekeepers are encouraged to arrive by 6:30 for an opportunity to 
have their questions answered by two experienced beekeepers before 
the general meeting starts 
 

  Topics:   
·  Local research update from Russell Vreeland 
·  CCBA Facebook page 
·  Hive Inspections Plan 
 

April:  Saturday April 10, Stroud Preserve 9 AM 
  Topic: 

·  Warren Graham will discuss how to make Splits and start Nucs 
as part of a local queen rearing strategy 

·  More to be added 
 

May:  Saturday May 8, Stroud Preserve 9 AM 
June:  Saturday June 19, CCBA Annual Picnic, location TBD 
July:  No July meeting 
August:  No August meeting 
September: Saturday September 11, Stroud Preserve 9 AM 
October : Saturday, October 9, Stroud Preserve 9 AM 
November: Saturday, November 11, TBD 7 PM 
December: TBD 
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CCBA Mentoring Initiative:   
 
As a follow-up to the all-day beekeeping seminar at Westtown School, Walt Broughton will open a 
few active hives and show new beekeepers some of the ins and outs of dealing with bees.  The 
morning seminar, Saturday, March 27th, will be held at 142 W. London Grove Rd., West Grove 
(Chester County) 19390, at 9 a.m.  In addition to the standard stackable hive, Walt will talk about 
the horizontal hive known as the top-bar hive as described in Mother Earth News (Oct 2009).  
This event is sponsored by Chester Countians for a Clean Environment (ccface.org) as an effort 
to encourage more hobbyist beekeepers. There is no charge for this event and all members of 
CCBA are invited. For more information, e-mail Jloustau@aol.com (subject line: beekeeping 
demonstration). 
 
 
 
Chester County Night School “Introduction to Beekee ping” , Charles Karat, Instructor 
 
Learn all about this unique hobby from an experienced beekeeper and former schoolteacher. 
You’ll get an overview of bee biology and life cycle, the history and culture of beekeeping, modern 
beekeeping equipment and what we get from the hive.  
 
Other topics include: colony management, pollination, diseases/pests of the hive such as the 
Colony Collapse Disorder which is affecting many commercial beekeepers today. We will also 
learn about native pollinators, a valuable and inexpensive backup plan to the European honey 
bee. 
 
Peirce Middle School, CR487  
 
Tuesday, 7 PM to 9 PM, 3/16 and 3/23 (two sessions) 
 
For course information and registration information ($40), go to: 
 
http://www.chestercountynightschool.org/courses/crafts-hobbies.php 
 
 
Online Resources for Beginners: 
 
Brushy Mountain has "Online Bee-ginner's Class".  Tuition is $15.  Classes are March 9,11,16,18 
at 6PM EST.  CD of class gets mailed as a follow up and handouts are sent electronically before 
the classes.   www.brushymountainbeefarm.com or call 800-233-7929. 

Penn State has a free online set of courses aimed at the new beekeeper.  You have to establish 
a Penn State user ID and password --- easy to do by following the instructions.  Your user ID is 
sent to you immediately.  No problem, no fees.  The programs are live at noon but are archived 
for later access.  http://clinton.extension.psu.edu/hort/webinar/10beekeeping.htm�

We Now Have a Facebook Page for Our Club!  

Search for it, then upload pictures, questions, answers, bee stories - whatever you want to share 
that others will want to see. It's called "Chester County Beekeepers Association (CCBA)", of 
course.  Thanks to Howard Frysinger for setting this up. 
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Letters to Pennsylvania Legislators: From Russell V reeland 

Russ is garnering support for the Healthy Hives initiative being conducted by his Department at 
West Chester University.  The editor will send a special email blast with the Word documents 
Russ is referring to below attached.   

The first page is a cover letter and instructions. The second describes the project. The next 4 are 
addressed letters to various legislators, with the last page being optional --- it is a blank letter if 
they have a different legislator you want to write to.   There will be two files --- one for beekeepers 
the other for non-beekeepers, assume all club members will count themselves as beekeepers but 
maybe they have neighbors interested in the cause. 

Nature Notes from Tim Sterrett: 

Birds have a tough time when the ground is covered with snow for days at a time. 
Many bluebirds and Carolina wrens will die.  Shrews and small rodents stay under the snow, 
so screech owls have a tough time.  If life were easy for wild animals, lots of chance 
variations would survive. Crows and robins would be as variable in appearance as humans are. 
 
Evolution is a strict and tough parent: only the bluebirds and Carolina wrens that have engines 
tuned to perfection and are lucky will survive. That helps keep all bluebirds looking, sounding, and 
behaving the same. Only in rare cases does a new species survive by finding a niche for itself; 
the exception is beetles. Earth has about 5,400 species of mammals and an estimated 5 to 
8 million species of beetles. 
 
In the Adirondacks of New York, writers talk about deer yarding, gathering in tight groups often in 
the relative shelter of evergreen groves. Our deer may have collected in thick vegetation 
(multiflora rose thickets?) where the tight group keeps some of them warmer. 
 
Signs of spring:  Winter aconite is poised to bloom as soon as the snow melts. The yellow flowers 
of winter aconite will carpet the ground and on a still, sunny midday, the sweet smell of aconite 
nectar will entice insects to visit and fertilize the plants. 
 
Longer day length has woodpeckers drumming on resonant dead branches, establishing 
breeding territories. Mourning doves are calling their mournful "coo-ooh-coo-coo." Cardinals are 
singing "Cheer-cheer-cheer," tufted titmice "Peter-peter-peter," chickadees "Feebee-feebay," 
and house finches are spilling out their long bubbly song from the top of middle-sized trees.  
 
�
Register for the 2009 Swarm List: 
     
CCBA members, if you want to be on the Swarm List, write your name, phone number and/or e-
mail address on a slip of paper under one or more of these headings:   
 

·  Southern & Western Chester County         
·  Central Chester County                                      
·  Northeastern Chester County                    
·  Main Line & Delaware County 

 
Include a more local area in parentheses if you wish. If we get several, such as West Chester, for 
instance, we’ll add a new heading. 
     
The slips of paper will be drawn at random and the list composed under each heading in the 
order they are drawn. Bring your slip to the meeting, or mail it to Warren Graham, Jr., 841 
Sycamore Mills Road, Media, PA  19063 or e-mail it to the editor. Deadline is the March meeting. 
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Chester County’s 2010 Grower's Market 
 
Every Friday from May 21st - October 22nd from 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM 
 
There is no fee to participate as a grower 
 
Please contact Lisa LoMonaco at 610-344-4404 or llomonaco@chesco.org     
 
Growers will be at two separate locations --- both will be open at the same day and time: 
  

The High Street Courthouse 
2 North High Street 
West Chester 
 
The Government Services Center 
601 Westtown Road  
West Chester 

  
Locally-produced items for sale: 
  

·  Fresh veggies and fruits 
·  Milk and eggs 
·  Artisanal cheeses and yogurts  
·  Sandwiches 
·  Whole grain breads and granolas 
·  Honey 
·  Flowers/plants/herbs 

��

Montgomery County Beekeepers Association Meeting (F YI) 

Fellow Bucks, Chester, and Philadelphia Beekeepers;  

Please feel free to spread the word that that next Wednesday March 10th, at 7:00 P.M. we will be 
holding our general meeting at the 4-H Center in Creamery, PA.  I urge all of you to attend what 
should be a truly informative and interesting meeting.  We are privileged to have two commercial 
beekeepers from Connecticut, Ted and Becky Jones speak to us.  Among the many things they 
do in beekeeping, they are honey producers and provide pollination service.  Ted and Becky have 
a wealth of practical knowledge about beekeeping and have managed to stay in business and be 
successful in these challenging beekeeping times.  Please go to their website 
http://www.jonesapiares.com/ for more information about them and what they do.    

As always please bring refreshments if you can.  Our last meeting was a delightful buffet of 
desserts and beverages.  At the meeting I will update everyone on what progress the club is 
making in 2010 and plans for our events this year.   I hope to see you there.  

 Sincerely, Mark Antunes, President, MCBA 
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CCBA Members Will Answer Beekeeping Questions: 
 
Frank Ruthkosky, Uwchlan Township 
484-678-1938 or fruthkosky@taylorgifts.com 
 
Tim Sterrett, Westtown Township 
484-678-8528 or timsterrett@verizon.net 
 
Susan Corkran, Pennsbury Township 
610-388-6323 or scork1000@aol.com 
�
�

Deadline for April 2010 Newsletter: The deadline for submissions for the April newsletter is 
Wednesday, March 31.    Send your information to Paul Johnson at pjohnson10@comcast.net 

 

Refreshments for the April Meeting:  If you are interested in volunteering to contribute 
refreshments to an upcoming meeting, please contact Bob Haniwalt who may be reached at 610-
344-9636 or haniwaltrw@comcast.net 

 

CCBA Library Books:   Books on loan may be returned at any meeting. 

 
American Bee Journal Discount: 
 
Courtesy of Howard Frysinger, we are eligible for a 25% discount when subscribing to the 
American Bee Journal.   
 
If the Secretary of a Beekeepers Association fills out the right hand side of the coupon below, 
(and he has) whoever fills out the left side (and encloses a check) will receive a 25% discount.  
Please note that the coupon has 2009 prices listed  --- new 2010 prices are listed below the 
coupon.  Save big by going digital.  Thanks, Howard! 
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Digital ABJ Subscriptions!!  

$16.00/Year (12 digital issues) 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

2009 Printed Version - Subscription Rates  

Please allow SIX [6] weeks for delivery of first issue.  
Subscriptions will start will start with NEXT MONTHS ISSUE.  

USA Standard Rates 
1 Year: $25.45       2 years: $48.20       3 years: $67.90  

 
Opening a Hive?   
 
CCBA members who want to help with mentoring can use our CCBA NewsFlash e-mail service to 
announce an open hive session. The Open Hive Flash will ask people who plan to attend to 
RSVP via e-mail to the open hive host. Those who RSVP will get directions to the open hive 
session.  Want to host an open hive session? When the weather forecast looks good, e-mail the 
date and time to Paul Johnson and he will send out a flash. People who RSVP to the host will get 
directions to the hive. 
 
 
Classified Ads:  

Bee Packages:  Three pound packages of Italian bees with marked (or unmarked) 
queens, available for pick-up April 3 in Chadds Ford, PA. These bees are from 
genetically-diverse stock and are driven up overnight from Georgia. Call Jarl Mork at 610-
793-2564 or email at morkjw06@verizon.net now to reserve yours. 

Bee Packages:   Bee packages and/or Queens.  Reserve your fresh 3 lb. package(s) of 
proven quality bees – choose Italian and/or Russian.  Orders are now being taken for 
March 28 or April 4 delivery/pickup (dates contingent on conditions: weather, bee 
population).  Quantities are very limited – order soon.   215-591-9933 or 
MartinBee@MFBAssociates.net 
 
Queens and nucs  for sale: ($100) from local Northern Survivor Stock, Queens ($20). 
Warren Graham (610) 876-2007. 
 
Formic acid pads for sale:  Similar to commercially available formic acid pads.  We can 
also supply oxalic acid solution to those interested in this treatment option. Call Paul 
Niemczura at (610) 761-9748. 
 
Dadant Long Hook Crimp Wire for Sale:   12-1/2 Pound box of new Foundation 8-1/2" x 
16-3/4" for $60.00.  Call Walt Broughton @ 610-384-2384 or swarmbuster@ccis.net 
 
Fondant and honey jars for sale: On a trip to Lancaster County, I went to Nolt's Bakery 
Supply in Witmer near Smoketown which is not far from Bird-in-Hand.  Bought 50 pounds 
of fondant for $35 and 50 pounds of 10X powdered sugar (I use to dust my bees) for $24.  
Across the parking lot is Fillmore Container Co.  I bought 9 oz jars 12/$5.75; lids $0.19.  
Or $0.68 each for jar & lid plus sales tax. (Richard Huey) 
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Extractor for sale : A. I. Root three-frame, galvanized hand-cranked extractor, with heavy 
honey gate. $100. Contact Warren Graham (610) 876-2007. 
 
Bee supplies for sale:  Harvey’s Honey, 40 State St, Elmer, NJ (856) 358-1010 or 
<harvhoney@aol.com>. Elmer, NJ is east of Wilmington on US Rte 40. 
 
Help wanted :  Someone to assist with the management of 250 hives and honey 
production. Ability to travel and peddle products at out of town festivals would be an 
asset. Some beekeeping experience preferred.  Contact Walt Broughton at 610-384-2384 
or swarmbuster@ccis.net  
 

 
Pennsylvania State Beekeepers' Association: Why Eve ry Pennsylvania Beekeeper Should 
Be a Member of P.S.B.A. 
 

Produces a newsletter 10 times per year in an effort to keep us all informed. 
 
Meets twice each year: at a summer picnic and a late fall banquet. At both meetings, 
business is conducted, seminars are held, friendships renewed and ideas are shared. All 
members are invited. The fall meeting is held at a central location to allow easy access 
from all parts of the state. 
 
Operates a booth at the Pennsylvania Farm Show and Ag Progress Days to promote 
honey and beekeeping and to support our annual Honey Queen Program. 
 
Maintains an education committee to inspire new beekeepers and to look at ways to 
provide information to more accomplished beekeepers. 
 
Supports Delaware Valley College and Penn State University in projects, staff and grant 
requests that further research and the promotion of beekeeping. 
 
Visits our state legislators on an annual basis to distribute honey as a goodwill gesture. 
 
Meets annually or more frequently if needed, with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture to voice concerns of Pennsylvania Beekeepers. 

 
Encourages participating counties to send a representative to executive board meetings 
to voice the opinions of their particular county. 
 
Operates the Honey Queen Program to promote honey and to provide beekeepers 
across the state with a resource person who can assist them in promoting honey in their 
local areas. 
 
Members are eligible for reduced rates of 25% off subscriptions to the leading U.S. Bee 
magazines including, Speedy Bee, American Bee Journal, Gleanings in Bee Culture and 
The Small Beekeepers’ Journal. 
 
Promotional materials such as leaflets on bees and honey, recipe booklets, patches, 
decals, Honey Queen brochures, etc. are made available from time to time for members 
for free or at cost. 
 
 
 

________________________________ cut here______________________________________ 
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Application for Membership in the Pennsylvania Stat e Beekeepers’ Association 
 
 
�  $20.00 Individual       �  $25.00 Family      �  $200.00 Lifetime Membership 
 
 
I understand the dues entitle me to the newsletter and all other benefits of membership. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________ 
 
City___________________________State___________ Zip_________ 
Telephone_____________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________________ 
 
County_________________________________ 
 
 
�  New                     �  Renew 
 
 
Make checks payable to: PA State Beekeepers Association 
 
 
Send to: Yvonne Crimbring, RR 1 Box 5660, Canton, PA 17724� � � �


